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GEORGIA NORTHWESTERN TECHNICAL COLLEGE
WOODLEE BUILDING FOR CULINARY ARTSproject?

What’s That

     Construction for a new culinary arts 
building at Georgia Northwestern Technical 
College began in May 2009. Expected to be 
complete by the 2010 winter quarter, this 
building is merging old and new construction 
to provide a state-of-the-art facility for GNTC 
students. 
     The first culinary arts students at GNTC 
began classes during the fall quarter of 

>>

2009. The new program was created based 
on community interest. Once the idea 
was assessed, GNTC leadership felt the 
program would meet an immediate need 
and be sustainable in the future. Factors 
that determined viability of the program 
included the growth of Northwest Georgia, if 
enrollment in the program would be high and 
if jobs would be available for graduates. 
     “This program has generated as much 
interest as the many we have started over 
the past decade. People seem to have 
a fascination with cooking and food,” 
remarked Dr. Craig McDaniel (LR ‘87), GNTC 
President.
     In order for the new program to thrive, 
adequate teaching facilities are required. In 
2001, the state of Georgia purchased a 
40 acre tract of land that included a building 
that was once the Woodlee Restaurant. The 
existing building is approximately 4,200 sq. ft. 
and will be used for dining rooms, offices and 

storage space. A new 3,100 sq. ft. building 
will join with the existing structure and house 
a teaching kitchen with walk-in coolers and 
freezers. The complex will total 7,300 sq. ft. 
     The new complex will be called “The 
Woodlee Building” and is located directly 
across the street from GNTC’s Floyd 
County Campus, off Cedar Avenue. “We 
are very excited about bringing a culinary 
arts program to Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College,” said Amber Jordan (LR 
‘07), GNTC Director of Marketing. “Prior 
to the program’s offering at GNTC, people 
that desired culinary education had to drive 
to Atlanta or Chattanooga to take classes. 
Now, we can offer the same quality culinary 
education locally.”  
     “GNTC’s new Culinary Arts program will 
not only benefit the students, but it will also 
benefit the businesses in Northwest Georgia 
by being able to provide them with skilled 
workers,” concludes Jordan.  
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2010 Chairman of the Board of Directors - Harry Brock

small

Spotlight
Business

       “Something wonderful happens 
when people come together for 

either work or play,” says Holly Lynch, 
owner of The Season. 

     Holly Lynch (LR’99) started The Season, 
an event planning company, after working 
many years in a corporate setting. “After a lot 
of thought and prayer, I decided to create a 
company that would combine my marketing 
and business skills along with my creativity 
and organizational abilities.” The mission of 
The Season is to create meaningful events for 
both businesses and individuals.
     With a Bachelors of Communications 
degree from Berry College and a Masters 
of Business Administration from Kennesaw 
State University, Lynch spent the first ten 
years of her career in corporate marketing 
and creative services. “I was often the 
go-to person for creating the company’s 
events,” she explains. “I loved pulling the 
pieces together for anything from customer 
appreciation events to open houses, sales 
meetings, employee luncheons and more.”
     The Season is most often recognized 
for outstanding wedding planning and 
coordination. “We’ve planned and managed 
weddings of all sizes and budgets,” explains 
Lynch. “I am a member of the Association of 
Bridal Consultants, and I’ve been designated 
through their education department as a 
Professional Bridal Consultant.” Aside from 
weddings, The Season also plans corporate 

families and people we work with so that 
we can manage their event more effectively. 
On the day of the event, we arrive first and 
leave last, we help wherever possible.” 
Due to this reputation of quality service, 
The Season’s business spans throughout 
Northwest Georgia and even for some 
destination events.
      The Season has been a member of the 
Chamber for over two years. “The Chamber 
of Commerce is important to The Season 
for a number of reasons,” explains Lynch. 
“Mostly, we joined for the networking 
opportunities and the credibility that our 
Chamber lends to its members. But the 
Chamber has also been a champion of small 
business and has given me great support as 
The Season grows.”
     To learn more about The Season, visit
 www.theseasonevents.com or the 
Chamber’s Business Directory at 
www.romega.com. 

The Season

>>

     The Chamber is pleased to announce 
Harry Brock (LR’00), owner of Appraisal 
Associates of Rome, as the 2010 Chairman 
of the Board of Directors. Brock started his 
business in 1998 and joined the Chamber 
that same year. “With a business degree from 
the University of Alabama and seven years 
of appraisal experience, I felt I was ready for 
the challenge of managing my own business,” 
he states. “I have seen and experienced 
the vital role the Chamber plays within the 
business community. It provides support 
and guidance for existing members and 
concerted efforts to attract new business 
and industry to our community.”
     Brock’s extensive involvement with the 
Chamber includes serving as an Ambassador 
and graduating from Leadership Rome in 
2000. He has also served as Vice Chairman 
of the Business and Professional Division, 

Governmental Relations Division and 
Membership Division. He has worked as 
co-chairman of High School Leadership Rome 
and Leadership Rome and has attended 
Inter-City Leadership Visits. “I truly 
appreciate what Rome has to offer,” he 
explains. “I enjoy the relationships I have 
developed through business contacts and 
community service and am thankful for the 
opportunity to support my family and the 
freedom to contribute to my community.”
     Outgoing Chairman David Newby 
(LR’97), Profile Extrusion Company, states, 
“I am extremely proud that Harry Brock has 
accepted the position as the 2010 Chairman. 
His strong commitment to our community 
will carry the Chamber forward into a bright 
future.”
     Brock concludes, “I look forward to 
serving with an outstanding group of 

individuals on the 2010 Board of Directors. 
We have been chosen to represent Chamber 
members and I anticipate this board and the 
chamber staff will form an organization in 
which large and small businesses feel they 
are being adequately represented.”

>>

events including conferences, company 
picnics, holiday parties and employee 
or customer appreciation events. “Even 
if a company wants to do the planning 
themselves, my staff can come and help with 
the last-minute chores, such as food delivery, 
set-up, clean-up, and general hostess duties, 
says Lynch. “Since we’re educated about 
proper etiquette, we’re a great resource 
when the event is at someone’s home or 
business.”
      Although Lynch is the only full-time 
employee, she works with 13 other 
professionals. Each member of her team 
has an area of expertise but is also cross 
trained so that The Season can manage more 
than one event on any given day. Lynch also 
employs one college student as an intern 
each semester. 
      The emphasis on building relationships 
with clients is a key reason for the business’ 
continued growth. “We learn about the 

DEC 09 PINNACLE.indd   4 11/20/09   10:03:17 AM



W W W. R O M E G A . C O M

business expo 2009
Win With the Home Team! ShopRome SM!

WWW.ROMEGA.COM

BEST IN SHOW
River City Bank

River City Bank’s booth was voted Best in 
Show by three guest judges. Each booth was 
judged on the criteria of originality, design, 
appeal and relevance to theme.

PEOPLE’S CHOICE 
Greater Rome Bank

Saturday’s EXPO attendees voted on Greater 
Rome Bank for the People’s Choice Award.  

The 22nd Annual Business EXPO: A Huge Success! 

     The EXPO showcased Chamber members through 99 booths to over 1,000 Chamber 
and community members. The theme, “Win with the home team … ShopRomeSM,” 
emphasized the importance of supporting the local economy by purchasing goods and 
services from local businesses.
     The Small Business Action Council thanks the following corporate sponsors for 
help making this event a success and supporting the ShopRomeSM Campaign: Coosa 
Valley Credit Union, Blue Cross Blue Shield/Purchasing Alliance Solutions, Georgia 
Northwestern Technical College, and Davita Dialysis.
     Also, a special thanks to The Season for sponsoring the hospitality suite and 
Vend-Rite, Inc. for providing coffee for vendors during the event.

Chair: Robert Smyth, Coosa Valley Credit Union
Co-Chair: Missy Armstrong (LR’09), Midian Roofing
Lamante Attaud, TENDO technologies
Ember Bishop, Rome Radio Partners, LLC
Kaytlin Greenly, Coosa Valley Credit Union
Rob Harbison, Peachtree Planning
Lyn Ingram, Summit Insurance Group

Thank You Corporate Sponsors!

Rick Archer, Archer Enterprises, speaks with a Business After Hours 
attendee at the Business EXPO. Chamber members filled 99 booths 
and displayed their products and services during the two-day event.

V - I - C - T - O - R - Y

Gail Johnson (LR’03), Georgia Northwestern Technical College
Holly Lynch (LR’99), The Season
Robin Miller, Rome Cinemas
Jackie Moreland (LR’96), Hype, Inc. (Immediate Past Chair)
Becky Smyth, City of Rome
Ernie Studard (LR’96), Heritage Automotive Group
Carson Tanner, Lamar Advertising

2009 EXPO Committee
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1 Riverside Parkway 
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PERIODICALS 
POSTAGE

P A I D
ROME, GA

30161

Wednesday, December 2
•Transportation Committee

Thursday, December 3
•SpeedNetworking
•Business After Hours  
  @ Darlington School

Tuesday, December 8
•Board Retreat

Wednesday, December 9
•Pre-Legislative Breakfast

Thursday, December 10
•Leadership Rome
•High School Leadership Rome
•Membership Orientation

Friday, December 11
•Education Committee

Wednesday, December 16
•Small Business Action Council
•Governmental Affairs Committee

Friday, December 18
•Economic Development Committee

December 24-25
•Chamber Office Closed

W W W. R O M E G A . C O M

Register for Chamber events at www.romega.com!

SAVE THE DATE

 
Reception at 6:30 p.m.

Dinner & Program at 7:00 p.m.

The Forum
Downtown Rome, Georgia

$45 per person/Tables (8) $360

Friday, January 1
•Chamber Office Closed

Wednesday, January 6
•Transportation Committee

Tuesday, January 12
•Small Business Action Council

Thursday, January 14
•Leadership Rome

Friday, January 15 
•Economic Development Committee

Monday, January 18
•High School Leadership Rome

Wednesday, January 20
•Governmental Affairs Committee

Friday, January 22
•IT Roundtable

Thursday, January 28
•Annual Meeting

Thursday, January 28, 2010

If you would like to start receiving this e-mail, please contact Lydia Fields at Lfields@romega.com.

Annual Meeting

This e-mail is an effort to reduce the amount of mass e-mails sent to members from the Chamber.    

2010

Don’t forget to check the 
Friday Facts e-mail to stay 

current with Chamber events!
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